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tabernacles in one of those distant wilds in the far
West, which were then trodden by no feet of men,
except those of a few Eecl Indian tribes, Utes,
Pawnees, Shoshones, in what was called the
American desert, and was considered by everybody
as No-man's land. It was a bold device. Beyond
the western prairies, beyond the Eocky Moun-
tains, lay a howling wilderness of salt and stones,
a property which no white man had yet been
greedy enough to claim. Some pope, in the
middle ages, had bestowed it on the crown of
Spain, from which it had fallen, as a paper waste,
to the Mexican Eepublic; but neither Spaniard
nor Mexican had ever gone up north into the land
to possess it. In the centre of this howling
wilderness lay a Dead Sea, not less terrible than
Bahr Lout, the Sea of Lot. One-fourth of its
water was known to be solid salt. The creeks
which run into it were said to be putrid; the
wells around it were known to be bitter; and the
shores for many miles were crusted white with
saleratus. These shores were like nothing else on
earth, except the Syrian Ghor, and they were
more forbidding than the Syrian Ghor in this
particular, that the waters of Salt Lake are dull,
impure, and the water lines studded with ditches